so common that it was adopted by even the midwives. Then notes of warning followed one after another, till it is now recognised that the employment of this drug, even in safe doses and suitable cases, may occasionally entail danger, both to mother and child. The injurious action on ^he mother is manifested by an increase in the frequency of perineal lacerations and the occasional occurrence of uterine rupture, in cases in which all the indications for the use of the extract are present.
1 he dangers to the child consist in the greater tendency towards the production of asphyxia, and the occurrence of intracranial haemorrhage. Thus, it is found that the pulmonary, cerebral and coronary vessels are apparently as markedly influenced as are the vessels in the splanchnic region. The renal vessels are not constricted; indeed, dilatation from the rise in blood pressure is seen here. The heart muscle is not acted on in the same way as the smooth muscle; instead of the stimulation that is seen in the case of the latter, the action of pituitary extract on the cardiac muscle is one of depression.
In the intact animal, this direct depressant action on the cardiac muscle is reinforced by the stimulation of the cardiac-inhibitory centre.
Indeed, with some samples the inhibition of the heart from the stimulation of the centre may be tlrj more important factor in the production of the cardiac weakening. It is usually stated that the cardio-inhibitory centre is stimulated by the rise of pressure; but this is inadequate to explain the action in all cases. In analysing the various effects on the circulation, it is apparent that the efficiency of the heart is lessened in three ways.
First, there is the direct depression of the muscle; second, the rise of the blood pressure throws an additional load on the heart, and third, 
